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Synopsis

Designed to encourage critical thinking about history, the Major Problems in American History series
introduces students to both primary sources and analytical essays on important topics in U.S.
history. Major Problems in the History of the Vietnam War incorporates new research expands its

coverage of the experiences of average soldiers.
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Customer Reviews

Robert J. McMahon received his Ph.D. from the University of Connecticut in 1977 and was
professor of History at the University of Florida before moving to Ohio State University. He
specializes in United States diplomatic history. He is the author of Colonialism and Cold War: The
United States and the Struggle for Indonesian Independence (1981) and The Cold War on the
Periphery: The United States, India, and Pakistan (1994). He is also the co-editor of the Problems in

American Civilization book The Origins of the Cold War, which entered its fourth edition in 1999.

Reading all the original documents from the war has been really eye opening for me. There is so
much propaganda around the Vietnam War, it is hard to get the real truth from anyone. It is barely
if someone just wants real answers. | marked off a star because of the book’s price, but | have

found the book to be very informative.



Very interesting reading for anyone curious about learning more about the Vietnam War. | bought it

for a college class | was taking, have decided to keep it, because | enjoyed reading it.

Full of fact filled information about the Vietnam War. A great addition for research on Vietham War.

For $125, this text was an insult to my intelligence. First, it is a paperback, which should cost no
more than $20. Secondly, it massacres the Vietnamese language in names, quotes, citations by
failing to use proper diacritics and tone marks as required by Vietnamese orthography. This is like
writing an academic piece on Shakespeare but leaving out all the vowels when quoting the Bard.
Thirdly, it does not contain an index. Fourth, it does not include footnotes or citations in the material
included from elsewhere, which is pretty much the entire book’s content. The editor and publisher
should be ashamed to publish this text for any price, but at the price they charge, it is nothing less
than the academic equivalent of highway robbery. | would give this text only 1 star, but the content

itself, even with all the flaws cited above, permit me to reluctantly give two stars.

This book is ridiculously expensive because it is a textbook; know that upfront.This is not a book for
people who are casually interested in personal study of the Vietnam War. It is a collection of essays
written by historians alongside primary source material from the era compiled for use in university
classrooms. Speeches, diary entries, letters, and government documents are all included here. All
of the books in the "Major Problems" series of textbooks are formatted this way, and this one is
exceptionally well-edited.The pages are made of heavy stock with wide margins, making
highlighting and marginalia easy for the student.If you are purchasing this book for a college course,
| hardly need to sell it to you because you have to buy it anyway, but you won’t be disappointed in it.
If you are considering this purchase for personal enjoyment, please understand that this book is not
written as a narrative of the war’s history. It is a collection, roughly in chronological order, of primary
source material and commentary/essays written by historians divided into organized,

sensibly-themed chapters.

Excellent text - most useful in my course on Vietnam - Brandeis Lifelong Learning Institute - in very

good condition as described. Much pleased!

Great book. Used for a college class and it was everything | needed. Great read and | would advise

to read it if the topic interests you.



This book arrived on time and will be used for a college course requirement. It will be work fine for
the class reading
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